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South Bethlehem Greenway 

SJC# 04076.10 

PUBLIC MEETING #2 - MINUTES

Date/Time:  03.16.2005, 7 PM 

Location:  Forte Building 

In Attendance:  See Attached Attendance Sheet 

Notes:

1. Mayor John Callahan introduced the project noting the great potential this 
project has to connect the Southside neighborhoods and be a further catalyst 
for redevelopment.  

2. Peter S. reviewed the project limits, pointing out that there are many different 
uses happening along the Greenway such as:  commercial, residential, 
mixed-use, and academic.  He stated that the Greenway could act as a civic/ 
public link connecting all these areas within South Bethlehem and in the 
future could extend on to form regional connections.   

3. Peter S. reviewed the goals, facts, partners, and concepts that had been 
collected to date and opened the meeting to public input.  

4. It was suggested that the Greenway should include weather shelters, similar 
to bus stops, and safety call boxes. 

5. It was stated that there where vacant lots in the Hayes Street Area that 
should be considered for parking for nearby commercial uses. 

6. It was suggested that the western end of the Greenway could be developed 
as a civic gathering space with opportunities for bike rentals, a farmer’s 
market, and community gardens.  It was stated that the Greenway should be 
well lit and that dogs should be permitted.   

7. The planting of wildflowers along the New City High Line project was sited as 
a possible example/ model for the stages of development along the 
Greenway. 



8. It was suggested that the local schools should be involved as partners 
through science classes, environmental clubs, and ASPIRE programs.  It was 
also suggested that flyers regarding the next public meeting should be 
distributed to the schools.   

9. It was stated that St. Luke’s, South Bethlehem Historic Society and Friends of 
Steel should be added to the Partners list. 

10. It was stated that community ownership would be key in maintaining the 
greenway and programs should be developed to encourage ownership from 
the start of the project.   

11. It was stated that some of the rear yards along the Greenway create an 
undesirable atmosphere and that the city may want to consider instituting a 
program similar to the façade programs to help owners improve their rear 
yards.   

12. It was stated that the zoning along the Greenway should be addressed to 
ensure that the vision of the greenway is preserved.  Peter S. suggested that 
this might be accomplished by creating a Greenway Overlay zoning district. 

13. It was stated that the gentrification of the South Bethlehem Neighborhoods 
should be avoided and that the City should consider programs to maintain 
and support small businesses and low income housing.  Janet N. stated that 
CACLV is in the process of performing a study on neighborhood 
gentrification. 

14. It was suggested that the Alliance for Building Communities (ABC) should be 
added to the partners list. 

15. It was suggested that an area for Skate Boarders should be included along 
the Greenway and that a police substation should be included in the eastern 
end of the Greenway, and that mulch paths should be considered. 

16. It was inquired how the Greenway would terminate at the eastern end (South 
Terrace neighborhood) of the Greenway.  Peter S. stated that SJC would 
explore ways to connect the Greenway to the neighborhood so that there is 
not an abrupt ending to the Greenway. 

17. It was suggested that the South Side churches and business should be 
added to the partners list along with Le Poco (Puerto Rican Coalition). 

18. It was asked if County Open Space Funding would be sought as a source of 
funding and if so they should be added to the partners list.  Peter S. stated 
that they would be a possible funding source. 

19. It was stated that an outdoor area should be included for music festivals. 

20. It was inquired if Growing Greener Two would be an appropriate funding 
source.  It was stated that the Greenway should use recycled materials. 

21. It was stated that seasonal programs should be developed to encourage 
people to use the greenway throughout the year. 



22. It was stated that Southside lacks adequate parking in the area of the 
Greenway and that city should work with Beth Works to encourage the 
building of a parking deck at the Third and Pierce Street Lots that could serve 
both the south side businesses and Northampton Community College. 

23. It was stated that the City should offer Trolley Service that connects remote 
parking to businesses and the Greenway. 

24. It was stated that the city should plan for adequate trash and recycling 
receptacles and removal. 

25. It was suggested that volunteer programs should be developed and signup 
sheets should be posted throughout the community. 

26. It was suggested that street venders should be permitted along the 
Greenway. 

27. It was stated that Historic Signage should be incorporated along the 
Greenway and that it should tie into the proposed Beth Work’s Worker 
Museum. 

28. It was suggested that the City should increase the sight triangles along the 
Greenway to at least twenty-five (25) feet to ensure the safety of bicyclist, and 
that the trail should include signage on trail rules and proper trail usage.   

Next Public Meeting:  April 27th Location TBA 

Respectfully Submitted, 
SIMONE JAFFE COLLINS, INC. 
LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 

Sarah R. Leeper


